
I was hooked from my very first tournament. Many nights, we stayed late, honing our skills and 
learning how to win.  My debate friends became a second family and the debate coaches became our 
mentors. From debate, I learned resiliency and leadership skills. Through debate I became a global 
citizen, aware of world issues and diverse perspectives. 

The summer after freshman year, Coach Kaplan and the Chicago Debate Commission helped me obtain 
a scholarship for debate camp at the University of Iowa. During that summer, I became committed to 
going to college – and realized that debate would get me there.

It was a CDL debate coach who encouraged me to aim for the University of Chicago. Leveraging the 
skills in advocacy I learned through debate, I was able to make my case for admission and a full-tuition 
scholarship. Four years later, I was proud to be a graduate of one of the top educational institutions in the 
country! 

Today, I am giving back to my community as a math teacher at 
Hansberry College Prep in Chicago.  I draw on debate every day.  
I challenge my students to think critically and explain 
their thinking --skills I learned through debate.  And I 
model my teaching on the CDL debate coaches who 
were so influential in my life.

Having seen inner-city education as both student and 
teacher, I can say with confidence that debate is uniquely 
suited to showing underprivileged kids that the world is 
so much bigger than their neighborhoods – and giving them 
the tools and inspiration to succeed. 

That’s why I’ve started a debate team at Hansberry. Now, I can give my students the same 
opportunity that I had to transform my life – the gift of debate.

I was one of seven siblings raised by a single mom 
in the Englewood neighborhood.  As I started high school at 
John Hope College Prep, I did not know where I was heading, 
but I knew this: simply “hanging out”, like many of my peers, 
wouldn’t get me far. 

I’ll never forget the day my teacher, Mr. Sanford Kaplan, 
approached my two best friends and me about joining his 
new debate team as part of the Chicago Debate League. We 
were so excited. But we had no idea that debate would 
become the gateway to our future academic, social and 
professional successes. 


